DUKE'S LACROSSE RAPE SCANDAL * THE NEW SUPERMAN

VAL FAIR

THE muﬂ-sﬂ
DA VINCI _ INVESTIGAT *-:
WARS - — y g
MORE ==

RIP-OFF

CHARGES

AGAINST
THE DA VINCI

CODE

BY SETH MMNOOKIN

WHAT SEX )
ACT IS AS 4
AVERICAN AS

APPLE PIE?

[See page 52 50 find oull

BY CHRISTOPHER
HITCHENS

“People said, ‘Oh, unlucky in love
'd go, ‘Who are youl e

AP} -

.,.-—-

HOLLYWOOD'S LEASTS ; "
SCANDALOUS NEWLYWED h Hﬁ;‘ L

NLEASHES HERI% P !

3!'5[1
y - AE: CHAEL E’HNM"EHEGN N

P S

¢

ey F‘:- OLCOTT GEORGE CLOONEY VS, THE REPUBLICAN RIGHT. -
MICHAEL WOLFE: RUMSFELD VS, THE PENTAGON .
A UMK BILLIONAIRES VS BLUEBLGODS s Lo



o the 15920, Green-
wich, Connecticur, was known as “the
richest town per capita in the world,” and
Falmon Gilbert Simmons was ane of the
richest men in town. Like other tians of
the era, Simmons and his wife, Frances.
procesded to build 4 manor house in
Cireenwich that would rival the palazzi
and chiteaux and stutely homes of Europe

i copy of Versailkes’s Petdl Treanon, for ex-
ample, and an homage 1o Britains War-
wick Castle. In 1910, 1. M. Phelps Stokes,
an heir tothe Phelps Dasdge fortune, went a
step lurther: he hid a Mth-century Tador
manor lsouse taken apart in England; then,
wainecot by wainseol, peg by hand-carved
peg, it was packed info 688 numbered cases,
shipped across the Atlantic to Greenwich,
aiwd re-asaembled. Perey Rockefeller built
i 64-room Georgian mansion. In 1918,
Draniel Gray Reid, “the Tin Plate King,”
built for his daughter, Rhea Rexl Topping,
a Tudor Revival howse for the then stagger-
ing cost of 31 mallion (equal to about £13
rnillGon today),

Zalmon Simmons's 164-acre estote
was, from all accounts, exquisite. The in-
terior of the mansion, designed by Ekie de
Waolfe, featured hand-painted chinoiserie
willpaper, black marble Aoors with inlaid
copper, and a study paneled with pine
that had been stripped from a venerable
mansion in London. The main houss had
six mand's rooms, Owbuildings included
a stable for horses, two greenhouses, a six-
car giruge, and i guesthouse with its own

Railway, He was not 1o the Social Beg-
tefer in 1938, nor was he a member of
Greenwich’s exclusive Round Hill Club,
whose president at the time was Prescott
5. Bush, grandfather of the current presi-
dent of the United States. In the studsied
opinion of Greenwich's OId Guard, the
Skakels were mo more than “rowdy rish
micks,” a5 beographer Jerry Oppenheimer
once weote. In other words, Skakel’s
wife, Ann, was Cuthodic.

Twelve years later, on June |7, 1950,
at 5t Marys Roman Cathole Church in
Greenwich, Ethel Skakel, the daoghter of
George and Ann Skakel, married Robert
F. Kennedy. The bride wore a white satin
pown with o wide, deep collar of point de
Venise lace. The groom's older brother
John F. Kennedy, then o Democratic con-
gresaman from Boston, was the best man,
When the service was over, 2,00H) guests
attended a reception on the grounds of
what had once been Zalmon Simmons's
estate. 1t was one of the biggest social
events of the yeir, For better or for worss,
it was now Creorge Skakels turn to join
the American arsiocracy,

“Some of the hedge-fund quys spend
S6MILLION, 87 MILLION, S8 MILLION
without batting an eye,” says one

DELIGHTED REAL-ESTATE BROKER.

Simmions had made his fortunc by revo-
lutionizang “the nighttime furniture of the
nation,” as his Mew York Times obituary
phrased it; put simply, the Simmons Com-
pany developed the country’s first mass-
|,'II_'I_1|;||I.I,:r...'I._| mallresses. Chvee zeftbed i
Greenwich (having maoved from the back-
water of Kenosha, Wisconain), Simmons
found himsell surmoumsdad by other leading
industrialisis and their beirs. Among them:
Edmund C. Converse (founding presudent
of Bankers Trust), Jereminh Malbank (of
the Borden Cendensed Milk fortune), Her-
bert and Lowiza Satterbee (she was the
cldest daughter of J. Fierponi Morgan),
Willzam G, and Percy A, Rockefeller (their
father co-foundad Standard Cal), Lowisine
Havemeyer (the widow of “Sugar King"
Henry O, Havemeyer), and Horriet Lauder
Cireenway (the daughter of George Lau-
der. o pariner in Carnegie Steel],

Longing for permanence and, above all,
recognition, the newly rich residents of
Grreenwich built for themselves near rep-
licas of O4d World architectural glories:

courtyard; as well, Stmmons built a pair
of itwo=family cottages 1o house the butler,
the chaufleur, the hend gardener. and the
cuale superintendent. For their two aons,
Znlmon junior and Grant, Zalmon and
Frances Simmons built two more houses
on the estate.

Lalmon Simmons died in 1934, duwr-
ing the Gireat Depression. Within a few
vears, his wedow sold off the estate, pece
by piece. Few people could afford to
heat a 25-room mansion back then, and
even fewer people could afford to buy it
In 1938, George Skakel, a seli-made mil-
lionaire and fownder of the Great Lakes
Carbon Corporation, paid Frances Sim-
mons S160,000, n sum equal to about £2
million today, for a parcel of her estate:
it incheded 10 acres of land as well as the
miain house, with ils exquisite chinoiserie
willpaper, marbe<sind-copper Aoors, and
pane-pancled study.

Gieorge Skakel had started his career s
a freight-rate clerk on the Sioux City Line
of the Chivago, Milwaukee & 51 Paul

ith s undisturbed
views of Long [s-
lund Soumdd and a
-::,l1|1|.|'|.'||'lahle [
muie to Manhat-
1an, Greenwich
heas long pitrached
mien with brand-new money. A few monibs
ago, one of the main pieces of the original
Simmons estate changed hamds vel again,
this time for 5155 million. The buyer’s iden-
tity remains a mystery, Rumor in Greerwich
his i he's either o Russian mobster or, more
likely, a bedge-fund manager,

Today, the money that tulks koudest in
America belongs to a closely knit, inscru-
Lable group of men whe run hedge funds
Greecnwich, where increasingly they both
live and work, 15 swarming with them. OF
the £1.2 trillion cursently invested in hedge
funds worldwide, approximately one=tenth,
of %120 hillion, is now managed out of
Grreepwich alone, according 1o Hedge
Fund Rescarch, Inc. To put that figure intoe
perspective you should understand bow
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HOME, SWOLLEN HOME

Y T
(1) Builders Frank Spoto and Frank Napolitane in frent of a A ]ll- ILLAGE QF H ¥ KAM
19, D0-square-foot spee honse, (3] One of Greeswich™ more midest ; ; § i
marsions, |3 The 25-ruam home hsild in the 1920 by Enbman il
Simmsons, who made kis formone the old-mshioneil way—mass-
prostucing iesiiresses, (3] Tasteful lecal signage. (3] Cohen's massive
hoanes ws viewed from sirect level. (8] Edwand Laiiipirt, so-calbed
“grealest invesior of his pescralion”
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