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An Ocean
of AR'T

WILLIAM I KOCH’S STELLAR
COLLECTION IN PALM BEACH

Architecture by

ven when | was a
livele kil s Boansas,
[ had a dream of
the kind of house
[ waneed o have.” says Wil-
liam L. Koch. The wonder is
that its realizarion elucded
him for so long, given thar
he's the son of
the second-largest privately
owned company i the United
States, Wichita-hased Koch
wstries, nod thar he hime-

s the founder and CF

aleernative-energy and tech-
nology company, the West
Falm Beach=based Oxbow

Ancie! The archice |.1'||r.1] firm af
Bridges, Marsh & Carmwrireated an
-'|||i|,‘||| Carihbein r'_|.I < ghirrered
|;|L1;-|I':1'r-||n hosuse in Palm Beach for
William 1. Ruch. Fernamldo Bobers
scul prures stand near the entrance.

120h

he founder of

Bridges, Marsh & Carmo
Text by Stewen M. L Aronson
y by Kim Sargeant

offers, as perhaps a way
explaining his own t
v, “is the bow-shaped b
in a rver where it cha
course, where the w
il eep ind still and o
the hest fish. 1t's the pull of
the past, but the nver’s
bent on moving omn,
‘oxbow” 15 one of those ma-
cho western words thar I've
always liked the sound of™

h bucks the odds e
invariabl s what he w
—for example, the Ameri
Cupy, whic ‘h ot about the
IMGSE COVE ’

Hicsim: H:lrlgillr_m rhe |nl|||!g T,
from beft oo right, ane Yowig Wamvai
b, 1529, by
1PLT Reclin
i 1 b |‘l|u:-|rrl'i|'!q!‘|
Mgt Clulr Simger, 1511,
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., 1956, by Sabvados D:In.. Mail-
ik nisle La "mn.:Tu sl

a late-Hellemistic or Boman mar-
e Aphrodive. A ]
girandole provides dluminstion.

ort. In 1992, only cight
after embarking on
'||1|r Koch (pr
: kipper
America’ {pra

nounced “America cuhed™) wn

Iy

hie does some-

: e does

le set his cap

r that cup and he won it

I.' HT| II.' I"a. 'a.]'l Wals ]|'| ||'||_r ||| 1]
cmarkable owo-hedroom
howse in Palm Beach
which could accommodate
l:II.-E'|' F ] "a'lll.
||:|.' i COnts One b the
WLk |-:i-h S e art eollee-
tions. Some $00-add works

thing : anil I-I-:u.m
:||:|'-li|_||_|ir_ ¢t = 19tk -=tn-
micl-X0th-renmiry B ]

sculpture.

Prstimpres ists, Surreal-

1 , Maring
erniss,”

I n:tr-nn-i

gucss that's

callection ec

bt of different «
He®

FESL Names. [ ATINC ilﬂ.l.-l
I.'.".':_L i Matisse and Eenoir
Hu-:]:m. Corot, Dali, Ma
rd—L.éger, Balthus, Arp and

Lsxn: The wine cellar, which was
laild st h:.' Mark Lessasd sid Frire
Crrulees, was bl with 150-year-akl
Lirtcks amil a stoae foor -|.||.-.'..|3|_'-||
from an Ausirion building dating
back over four cenvmrics. & coa-
[HaLET Sy STERT albowy s Kowhi v lowsite
any wlf the 35 4000 honides imsaniiy.




gl —Winslow Homer, i ¥ g “Whatl rfjﬂfl wanted froom T 1 Pt s arsay of fnar-
liam Mereive Chage and ] Y, thi howse was for it oo reflece  1Hme I'“"-"'-""'-'.i""""-'l'“l'-'i'-1r_'-""' bet
Thomas Hart Benton—are ’ o) xighab il Mgt o o, KA S
sl b s ; |. . : (K Liverposd by Dhuncan
sented in r

| hioll- he O e, For all that,

j ped that the house

he was planning would have

the feeling of a fomily place  largest parcels of 12
rather than of some « B {our acres strerchin
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to Lake Worth—he |||:|_.-::'u'| mn-
tervicwing architects. “ There's
a famous one down here who
said to me rght off the bar
thiat he likes oo take con-
tral—rell the homeowner
whar is good raste and whar
isn' I realized I would be
spending my money to please
i, andd 1 zaid vo hell with
that. 5o | interviewed anocher
lacal firm—Bridges, Marsh
& Carmo. I liked their atti-
tude: The attitude that they
had was, “We'll please yor." ™
A man who takes a certain
pride in not doing things the
way everybody else does them,
Eoch immediately ruled out
the idea of building his house
i'l'l 1|'|!' Illl;"l.:ill.'lll I:':IIIII E;I.:il': i'l

"
[

style. “He aspired to a lot
more than just another Med-
iterranean bigeie” says Dig-
by Bridges, who, with his
partners, Mark Marsh and
James Carmo—all of them
working with progect manager
Carl Lessard=—put up Koch's
just=shy -af-4 Lk -sequare-
foot house. The look the
owner had in mind was, char-
acteristically, one that would
“Bt" in Palm Beach “bur nos
exactly belong™ there. He pic-
rured i as "‘"l.r||__'.|1|-l arihibean,
with kind of a Brigsh eolonial
feeling”; it would have the
grace and charm of one of
ihﬂ' Lk ||.l|| -CI f_'\.l'l.'.l! I|':||.|'\-1'h irt
o I|1:I|.'|.' ]1L|. I‘l:ll.l\:llll:l:"l. I‘Il:"‘_.
moreover, would be struc-

LeFT: Koch. who is o world-class
sailor, sits in the library nest toa
sillver replica of the America's Cup
rn:'|||'.|.. Hi: and his ream won the
premier race in 1992 while crewing
the America ¥, Crystal boars from
Racearar. Fag Lerr: Mshagany
hewrhzizes Bank a Gearpe 1T desk.

I.'h- 1N “'H_ T e, “'I“I:'II i=
wathitted wich teak like a yacht, dis-
plays meticalously orafted models
all EHEEY defemnder aid |!'||.'||[|!"I1i_-r|
TRy [ foar I|||.' Cug. |'11|_' lﬂl-|_1||:| I
named after the schoomer Ao,
the victor in the first competition.,
held in 1851 off the Tsle af Wighe.
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LEFT: Degas's Gpem Arebepue om
Ripght Lep, circa |BEI-85, resis ana
M eapolivan inkaid rulipwomsd cam-
musile im the nuasier hedrsom, Gind
dir g Black Cap, cirea 1760, was
painied by Pietro Antonio Roari,
The Louis XV bergére is signed
by J. B. Boulerd. Pravesi hed linens,

tured aroumd an open-roofed
central courtyard thar “drew
beaniful breezes throngh the
house” and was girded on all
sidles by a wide hall gallery. “All
of thie rooms were o be excep-
1i|r|'|.’|||:.' well prla|'|1||lil:|:||.l.:|.!.
bhased more or less on the
golden mean,” adds Bridges.
Because the site sloped,
the architects were allowed
Lo UL i@ kazement—the
result being thar while from
the ooean side the howse looks
like a .;4,||:l|r'|r|'l:||||:.' sealed vil-
la, irom the lake side (where
the basement surfaces as the
first-floor elevation) it looms
enormous, Koch wound up
Llh:ili!_; EVETY Sfuare Fn-c1: aF &x
[ ¥ ‘\.II.'I!.:L' 1||.:|I the basement
afforded. First and foremaost
for @ wine cellar (his collec-
tiom is universally regarded
as one of the Bnest). Then
for a "hioar room” {decorared
in yachting style with alter-
nating hands of holly and
tenk Hooringd oo harbor a
madel of every challenger
and defender since 1831,
when the schooner Awerica
wan the first race, off the Isle
of Wight, and with it the cup
that would carry its name
cver after. Room, too, for an
“African bar” (boasting na-
rive spears and dnoms as well
as some of Koch's fathers ald
hunting trophics), and a ful-
ly outfitted gym. And for a
movie theater “with,” Koch
crthuses, "a |-:|1:l|r:.' like i an
old popeorn palace.” With an
eve to sateguarding his art,

Lerm: The archiveets designed the
frecstanding beach house, alongside
the infinity-edge poal. 1o give the
imnpressinn of beeing gm a arical
ilJIIl"ﬂr:' th IlH.Iuh |!II:' {,.'n_'rl: Islasds,
Tho white sueeo stracture, which
is punctuabod with mabogueny=framed
glazs dowwrs, Serves 48 PoEsE qUATErs.




be also had o poured-co ape fr ior corral his frontier-era fire-

crete hurricane r 1wl itated IIIIIII:1|1-.|..' ||1.'.'.' armes, furmitune, artitacts (in-

dhar-arsl- Medinerriacan-infic need
; B space that overluoks the gandens ard
SLIUC s ki sa poster for the capture o *  Lake Worth. Set shove the fireplace,
the criu il {i |:-i|-'T :_'1.'|'.:-;_--,..||.-,-.;|'|'|1_-.;-._--. inged  the Kid)and bt i I-'nr.h-ll.-;_-;:;‘ml,!;_
: ' = : Wl sronie - and- glass-tile
he |.1_|.||.||||- ] B !H.I_. UM {a kinc !Ir o : 5 el Weke W Cooracs Brasne.
oinid livin

uu':l_'r[]:_':'h] ||;|r_r||_'; I ] s ' .|r:|| |'|.|.r:||i|.'=. LIRS, i.'IIII.I.i.I.I.'_: |I'I|.'




